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MES Update

The three press teams working 
at MES 2009 have decided to 
make one common newspaper - a 
nice example that it is possible to 
work together. This newspaper is a 
result of the cooperation between 
Arab, Israeli and Western press.

[mes advertisment]

Anyone, who loves #esh coffee and 
delicious cookies, should visit the coffee 
table in the back of E 404. 

Christian Sterzing, former Member of 
German Parliament and former Head of Heinrich Boell Foundation, Ramallah, during his opening speech.

Welcome to MES 2009
Inspiring opening ceremony in the Konstanz Town Ha&. 

CARROTS AND STICKS

At the champagne reception on 

Thursday, a small but  very influential 

group of players have defined the 

first steps to tackle the conflict  in the 

Middle East. Secretary General, Max 

Hatzold, together with the Heads of 

the delegations of the European Un-

ion (Hoda Mansour), United States 

(Netta S.) and Russia (Todd Michael 

Lane) have engaged in a discussion 

of the virtues and vices of reduced 

monetary aid to the region. Secretary 

General, the US, and the EU voiced 

the opinions that  reduced monetary 

relief would give an  impetus for ne-

gotiations, under the motto ‘no 

peace, no money’. Russian Ambas-

sador tended to  disagree with this 

method of tackling the conflict: ‘The 

Russian delegation would like to 

inform the world that its position 

towards sanctions on Israel and the 

Palestinian people is critical’. On 

Friday, the Russian delegation reaf-

firmed its position that financial 

sanctions for Israel and Palestine are 

no means to engage the parties in 

further negotiations. Ambassador 

Lane underlined that  Russia is espe-

cially sensible to financial and trade 

sanctions as it experienced restric-

tions itself during times of the Cold 

War. Out of his personal experience, 

Mr.Lane stressed that  sanctions will 

never lead to a progress in negotia-

tions – quite in the contrary, restric-

tions would make the conflicting 

parties mistrust  the international 

community. 

However, Secretary General was 

convinced that under the financial 

pressure from outside the parties 

would be more willing to compro-

mise. And in case the agreement is 

not  reached, some pressure should be 

put on the parties. 

(continued on page 2)
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CARROTS AND STICKS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Moreover, the parties discussed the set  of incentives 

that  would discourage further Israeli settlements. It  is 

hoped that  by using ‘carrots and sticks’ the further set-

tlement would be halted. 

However, it is questionable if you can push parties into 

peace by financial sanctions. Do the diplomats really 

believe that  starving the population would promote 

peace and stability in the region? 

In  an interview given by the Turkish 

Ambassador, Arik Segal, this 

Thursday, Turkey was ready to 

demonstrate greater involvement  in 

the region. Arik Segal would regard 

this peace conference as a success 

for his delegation, if Turkey is as-

signed the task of being a major 

mediator between the conflict  par-

ties. In his words, good diplomatic 

relations with the countries in the 

region and, not  less importantly, 

with the US would make Turkey a 

‘perfect mediator’. In addition, Tur-

key is ready to offer assistance with 

the water problem in the Middle 

East, by shipping fresh water in the 

tankers to the region. Arik Segal 

was convinced in the economic vi-

ability of this approach, saying that 

it  is ‘tested cheap means’. Moreo-

ver, Turkey would be ready to 

transport  electricity all the way 

down to  the Red Sea, helping 

energy-hungry Lebanon, Jordan, 

Israel and Palestinian territories to 

meet  their needs. Hopefully, Tur-

key’s determinat ion  wi l l be 

promptly translated into action. That 

would definitely put  some ease on 

the struggle over the valuable re-

source – fresh drinking water. 

TURKEY REDEFINES ITSELF IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Syrian  delegation seems to have an 

internal conflict  about  the Palestinian 

refugee issue. Some members of the 

delegation want  the Palestinian  

refugees to go back to their country 

without  the option of staying in 

Syria, while others wants to grant the 

refugees this option and together 

with the option of the Syrian  citizen-

ship.

At  the peace conference currently 

held in Konstanz, Syria, Jordan, 

Lebanon, and PLO came up with 

some important  decisions. Jordan 

and Egypt will offer double citizen-

ship for the refugees in Jordan and 

Egypt  and decided not  to return back 

to Palestine, whilst Lebanon and 

Syria would give them permanent 

residence. (Continued on Page 3) 

A NEW HOPE FOR PALESTINIAN REFUGEES
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A NEW HOPE FOR PALESTINIAN REFUGEES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

We warmly welcome these agreements which will solve an important issue of economic and social integration of 

refugees.

 – Question  of Nuclear Weapons 

unites Jews and Arabs?

Prime Minister Netanyahu has re-

cently stated that  the danger of nu-

clear proliferation in Iran is a topic 

of interest  not only for Israel and 

the US, but also for other Middle 

Eastern countries. He claimed 

that  “there is something hap-

pening today in the Middle East, 

and I can say that for the first time 

in my lifetime I believe that  Arabs 

and Jews see the common danger. 

This wasn't  always the case”. Re-

garding the Middle East  Confer-

ence, which is currently taking 

place in Konstanz, Germany, it  will 

be interesting to  see how much at-

tention will be paid to  the question 

of nuclear weapons in Iran. 

Netanyahu might be right  that  the 

case of Iran can be a starting point 

for bringing Arabs and Jews behind 

one table. Besides the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, Iran’s produc-

tion of nuclear material has to be 

seen as a crucial issue in Middle 

East. Thus, it  is highly important 

that  the parties at  the peace confer-

ence in Konstanz address the prob-

lem of nuclear weapons in the re-

gion. And hopefully, this common 

danger will bring about a positive 

change in the Jewish Arab relations. 

A WOLF IN SHEEP‘S CLOTHING 

„We don‘t have illegal weapons“

Egypt, Iran and Saudi Arabia just  set 

up an agreement  to  supervise 

weapon smuggling. All three coun-

tries decided to stop the contraband 

trade from Iran to the Gaza Strip via 

Egypt. The Egyptian delegation 

points out  that  they cannot  accept 

weapon smuggling anymore. In that 

way they want  to create progress and 

stability in Palestine. Interestingly 

also Russia joined the discussions as 

a benevolent observer. Egypt hopes 

that  Russia’s connections to Iran will 

help to influence the moderation 

process of the Iranian government. 

Apparently Russia is becoming an 

interesting figure in the Middle East-

ern Simulation in Konstanz. 

STOPPING WEAPONS SMUGGLING
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“I am here and you are there” 

Tal Harris

“Patience is the wrong recipe when regarding 

politics” Christian Sterzing 
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AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN DELEGATIONS OF PLO AND ISRAEL - 
ISSUE OF JERUSALEM RESOLVED?
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The arab press made some 
short conversations with a 
number of delegations asking 
about why should not Iran own 
nuclear weapons while Israel is 
allowed to own to do. One Is-
raeli member of the delegation 
said that Israel does not own to 
own this kind of weapons, but 
the Israeli head of the delega-
tion refused on commenting on 
this issue and he stop the con-

versation at once after he heard 
this question. What wonders 
me that the ex Israeli minister 
president said once that Israel 
owns this kind of weapon but 
nobody can do anyth ing 
against that because it is simply 
ISRAEL, the spoiled child of 
the USA. Is that fair that Israel 
is out of this nuclear issue?? 
Why should the international 
rules be applied on specific 

countries while other countries 
are not required to apply these 
rules? Would hat not motivate 
some radical groups to be es-
tablished?

THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Early Friday morning the dele-
gations of the PLO and Israel 
presented the media with an 
agreement concerning the fu-
ture status of the city of Jerusa-
lem. The agreement had been 
reached within a very short 
time frame, demonstrating the 
commitment of the delegates 
to reach a fast solution. Ad-
dressing the crucial and promi-
nent issues of administration, 

security, and residence, the 
agreement, signed by the heads 
of each delegation, marks Jeru-
salem as an open city and de-
termines Yerushalaim to be the 
capital city of Israel and Al-
Quds the capital city of “future 
Palestine”. Furthermore, access 
to the religious sites and the 
old town “should be open 
without restriction towards any 
side”. However, the solution at 

its current state does not reach 
far enough and rather consti-
tutes a small step towards what 
has to become a bigger and 
more inclusive solution. Al-
though the agreement men-
tioned a possible Palestinian 
capital, it explicitly talked 
about “future” Palestine and 
did not include any note about 
a Palestinian state  beyond the 
city of Al-Quds.

AGREEMENT REACHED ... (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

After talks between Israel and 
Syria hit a rough patch the Sy-
rian delegating has announced 
it will be handling all matters 
regarding the Israeli negotiati-
ons through Turkish mediati-
on. 
Israel has made it clear that it 
is not interested in Turkey, or 
any other country, as a media-
tor on the topic of the Golan 
heights and the Israeli-Syrian 
border and it will now be inte-

resting to see who will back 
down first and accept the other 
country's terms- Israel or Syria?

One might also ask what Tur-
key gets out of the agreement 
with Syria. Could it have any-
thing to do with Turkey's inte-
rest in becoming the most im-
portant mediator in the reign? 
Or is turkey simply trying to 
impress the United-States?  Ei-
ther way the Turkish agenda 
should be taken into considera-
tion.   

SYRIA: NEGIOTIATIONS ONLY THROUGH TURKISH DELEGATION
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The Press Teams
ARAB PRESS

• Franziska Kabelitz
• Zaki Alsaadawi

ISRAELI PRESS
• Anna Leontenko
• Kristine Broens

WESTERN PRESS
• Abigail Gottlieb
• Rawan Kamal

GENERAL EDITORS (FIRST EDITION)
• Jana Werling
• Volker Beck


