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Handshaking after long and 

exhausting negotiations be-

tween Israel, the United 

States, Europe, Syria and 

Turkey.

Historical Agreement:
Israel gives away Golan Heights for Peace!

An historical agreement was signed 

this afternoon between Syria and 

the Israeli delagetions regarding 

the return of the Golan Heights 

with the exception of Mount Her-

mon and the Shiba farms. In ex-

change Syria commits to a 50-50 

use of the Banias River and to 

building a pipe line through its 

country to Turkey. 

Seems as if the normalization is on 

its way!!!!

THE WEATHER:

LOW: 11°  | HIGH: 26°
MORE: SEE PAGE 29 

After rough negotiation between the 

Palestinians and Israelis they 

reached an agreement about  the 

refugee issue where Israel recog-

nizes the right of return for the refu-

gees based on four things: where 

they can stay in the host  country, 

return to Palestine, go to Israel or go 

to a third party then all the refugees 

will be compensated. Jerusalem will 

be the capital of Israel and Palestine, 

the borders of Jerusalem will be 

controlled by joined forces and there 

will be no  physical separation on the 

borders. They also agreed in coop-

erating to focus on the west  bank. 

The agreement  was done without 

any support from the mediators.

SURPRISING AGREEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE
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Zaki : People elected Hamas 

democratically, why did not you 

respect the results?

Sneh: People didn’t elect Hamas. 

They voted in election, but the 

Palestinian electoral system gave 

them more parliamentary seats. 

The overthrow of the Palestinian 

government invalidated the elec-

tions, so Hamas took control of 

Gaza by force.

Zaki: Don’t you think that clos-

ing the Gaza borders a collective 

punishment for the people?

Sneh: Every war has a corrective 

function. Unfortunately, Hamas is 

punishing 1.5 million Palestinians. 

Do the Palestinian people want to 

go to the beach? Women want to 

swim in a bathing suit? Do the 

men wear the beards because they 

want to, or because they are sup-

posed to? Hamas is radical in this 

sense.

Zaki: Hamas does not have this 

radical ideology. Hamas is not 

Osama bin Laden. The people are 

not forced to wear the beard. 

Sneh: Nobody holds the Kalash-

nikov here (pointing at his neck). I 

know what is allowed in Gaza and 

what is forbidden in Gaza. 

Zaki: The Palestinian society in 

Gaza is weak for many reasons 

and it can be easily manipulated. 

Does Israel take advantage of this 

weakness o f the Gazans ? 

Throughout the Palestinian his-

tory, there was no professional 

leadership. 

Sneh: I would prefer strong lead-

ership to strike a deal with. Ha-

mas was allowed to continue war 

in Gaza. 

Unfortunately the government of 

Olmert didn’t do a good job. They 

allowed Hamas to remain, which 

was a mistake.

Zaki: You mean the war at the 

beginning of this year?

Sneh: They allowed Hamas to 

stay in power in Gaza. 

Zaki: But are you convinced that 

Israel was able to destroy Hamas 

in Gaza?

Sneh: If the Isreali government 

used a lot of pressure, then Hamas 

would be removed. The war was 

good, but unfortunately the mis-

sion was not completed. 

Zaki: What was the reason that 

Hamas won the elections? 

Sneh: Hamas can be weak or 

strong, but some governments of 

Israel made it even stronger, for 

example, Sharon, after he with-

drew from Gaza. Everybody is 

guilty of Hamas coming to power. 

Israeli share of blame is substan-

tial, but we are not the only one. 

Did we do everything possible to 

prevent Hamas from overtaking 

Gaza?  No!

Zaki: Who can solve the problem 

now? If I was Israeli, I wouldn’t 

give anything to the Palestinians 

unless I am forced to. Politics is a 

dirty game, the two countries are 

not friends. 

 (continued on page 3)

ARAB PRESS INTERVIEW WITH MR. SNEH
Mr. Sneh: the war in Gaza was good and unfortunately it was not completely finished
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ARAB PRESS INTERVIEW WITH MR. SNEH (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

For example, Israel withdrew 

from Egypt only after the war 

1973, not earlier. Israel withdrew 

from the South Lebanon only after 

numerous military operations 

from Hizbullah.

Sneh: This is wrong, because we 

were technically able to occupy 

Cairo after this war. 

Zaki : But  pract ical ly, you 

wouldn’t be able to do it. For Is-

rael, it  would be too difficult to 

control the territories and 40 mil-

lion Egyptian people. Israel is a 

small country. So Israel was 

forced to sign the peace agreement 

with Egypt after this war.  

Sneh: It is a mistake to say that if 

Israel is not  forced to, it  wouldn’t 

give Palestine anything. Israel 

withdrew from Lebanon and it 

was a terrible mistake. We gave in 

to Hizbullah and the same stupid 

thing happened in Gaza. 

Zaki: So do  you admit  the Israeli 

occupation in Gaza? 

Sneh: There is no occupation in 

Gaza! 

Zaki: But  from the legal point of 

view Gaza is still occupied. 

Sneh: You are right, it  is Hamas 

who occupied Gaza. 

Zaki: Who can open the borders? 

Sneh: Previously, that  is until June 

2007, 750 trucks have crossed the 

borders, because we had trust  in 

our neighbours. But now we don’t 

trust  them. The solution is to give 

most  of the West Bank to the Pal-

estinians. 

Zaki: Why not ALL the occupied 

territory?

Sneh: The problem is that there 

was no brave Palestinian and 

brave Israeli leadership, who 

could strike a deal and talk over 

the concessions. 

Zaki: Tell me frankly, would you 

agree as an Israeli to withdraw 

from East Jerusalem?

Sneh: Sure, Israel has to withdraw 

from Palestinian neighbourhoods.

Zaki: Is this realistic that  the next 

Palestinian state would be com-

posed of two geographically not 

adjacent parts?

Sneh: You will have highways or 

railways to commute. It  should 

work out this way. 

The Middle East Conference 
brought about various treaties, 
even more than expected. As 
there is just small number of 
delegates, it is surprising how 

the politicians agreed on so 
many issues in such a short pe-
riod of time. As Israelis, 
shouldn’t we be the core of ne-
gotiations? Hopefully, the Is-

raeli representatives will re-
sume a more Israeli-centered 
debate.  

TOO MANY TREATIES PASSED?

It is shocking that especially 
Iran, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia 
strengthened their ties with 
Russia. Especially since the US-
government repositioned their 

standpoint of the Middle East 
politics, it seems that Israel 
lost its main ally. If the EU and 
the USA continue to disagree 
with Russia about the Middle 

East politics, how should Israel 
succeed in creating peace 
without a strong ally on its 
side?

RUSSIA - A THREAT TO ISRAEL?
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Parts of the Russian Delegation

Besides politics, another issue 
discussed at the Middle East 
Conference caught our inten-
tion: How posh are our politi-
cians? Whereas our Israeli head 

of delegation, Brett Goldman, 
looks fancy as ever, especially 
the Russian delegation strug-
gles to sign a common “treaty 
of style”.  

Thus, does the modern politi-
cian have to stick to a more 
classic look or should he feel 
free to express himself? Decide 
on your own!

POSH POLITICIANS?

Master of Style?
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1. Name: Kennel Oliver 
(Israel)

2. Age: 22

3. Where do you live: Kon‐
stanz, Germany

4. What do you study: History 
and English

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: the 
fights on Israelis' inconsis‐
tence towards the refugee 
issue

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: serially impressive

7. who is the best dresser: 

8. What was the best meal: 
the all you can eat

9. One word to describe your‐
self: indecisive 

10. Your goal in the future: 
with burnout syndrome. 

1. Name: Goldman BreW 
(Israel)

2. Age: 24

3. Where do you live: Her‐
zalia, Israel.

4. What do you study: Gov‐
ernment (M.A)

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: when I 
told Syria to stop breaking 
my balls

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: very interes[ng

7. who is the best dresser: 
besides myself? The Pal‐
es[nian guys.

8. What was the best meal: 
the Mexican food.

9. One word to describe your‐
self: modest

10.Your goal in the future: do‐
ing what we're doing now 
but ge_ng paid for it. 

1. Name :Adi Ashkenazy 
(Pales[ne)

2. Age: 25

3. Where do you live: Giva‐
taim, Israel.

4. What do you study: Poli[‐
cal science and Manage‐
ment.  

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: my first 
ever conversa[on with a 
Pales[nian from Gaza.

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: challenging 

7. who is the best dresser: Tal 
Hariss

8. What was the best meal: 
breakfast

9. One word to describe your‐
self: diploma[c. 

10.Your goal in the future: the 
Israeli ambassador at…



  THE NEWS LEADER THIRD EDITION (GALA DINNER) 

 PAGE 6

1. Name: Huda Mansour (EU)

2. Age: 28

3. Where do you live: Cairo, 
Egypt

4. What do you study: Poli[‐
cal economy and euro‐
Mediterranean studies.

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: when 
we reach the resolu[on

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: networking

7. who is the best dresser: 
Shelly 

8. What was the best meal: 
the Mexican food

9. One word to describe your‐
self: open

10.Your goal in the future: 
consul[ng for a minister 

1. Name: Elhadj Abdoulaye 
Sene (Iran)

2. Age: 21

3. Where do you live: Dakar, 
Sanegal

4. What do you study: Poli[‐
cal Science and Social Sci‐
ence 

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: going 
out to eat together

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: amazing because 
you can feel what its really 

like. It’s the first confer‐
ence and it is so success‐
ful. 

7. Who is the best dresser: Tal 
Hariss and Shelly

8. What was the best meal: 
Muensterhof restaurant 
(the spaetzle)

9. One word to describe your‐
self: relaxed

10.Your goal in the future: in 
poli[cs. 

1. Name: Hakam Awad (Syria)

2. Age: 21

3. Where do you live: East 
Jerusalem

4. What do you study: Ac‐
coun[ng and Middle East 
Studies

5. Favorite moment in the 
conference so far: signing 
the agreement on the Go‐
lan Heights

6. Thoughts about the con‐
ference: [ring

7. Who  is the best dresser: 
Rawan

8. What was the best meal: I 
should wait for tonight's 
dinner

9. One word to describe your‐
self: Tough

10.Your goal in the future: Ac‐
countant 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In an opening speech from President 

Obama expressed his sympathy with the 

Palestinians, emphasizing his determi-

nation to remove the borders between 

the Western and the Muslim world.

In addition, President Obama spoke 

about the Palestinian connection being 

as important as Israeli. However, he also 

emphasized that America’s connection 

with Israel was “unbreakable”. Among 

his messages was a call for Americans 

and Muslims to abandon their mutual 

suspicion and do more to confront vio-

lent extremism. But it was President’s 

caring tone toward the Palestinians that 

attracted the most attention in the re-

gion and around the world. His words 

left many Palestinians and their Arab 

supporters filled with new hope, while 

some Israelis were infuriated. 

So the question that we want to ask is if 

this speech was convincing the world?

WAS OBAMA‘S SPEECH CONVINCING THE WORLD?

Passing notes seems to be the most 

common means of communication be-

tween the delegates. You can see the 

delegates passing notes behind the 

backs of fellow their politicians, throw-

ing pieces of paper over the head of the 

UN chairs, or improving their origami 

skills during the meeting. Memos are 

lying just everywhere. But can we ever 

know what they actually contain? 

Imagine the Head of the Turkish delega-

tion writing love letters to Syrian dele-

gates, or Israel and the US planning 

which drinks they will have after the 

conference. 

Certain delegates have re-experienced 

communication that resembles their 

high school methods of match-making: 

if the Egyptian delegation wants to close 

a deal with Iran, without being noticed 

by anyone else, or if Iran’s new best 

friend Russia has to be hooked up with a 

third party. To do so, nothing is easier 

than presenting Russia a set up date 

with the EU via passing notes. 

Of course, all interviewees officially 

reject any non-political conversation 

happening during the conference, but a 

smile on the delegates’ faces while hand-

ing over these little scraps of paper tell a 

different story. 

Passing notes – matter of flirt or dirt? 

Or origami? As (almost!!)  all notes find 

their way to the trash bin sooner or 

later, politicians seem to be not too con-

cerned about our environment (dirt). 

However, we will never know about the 

flirt, but we hope that communicating 

via papers encouraged intercultural dia-

log. What did we say about a Turkish-

Syrian flirt again? 

Of course, these are all speculations, but 

we will keep you informed! 

PASSING NOTES - A MATTER OF FLIRT OR DIRT?
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THE MES-PRESS AT HARD WORK! 


